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REPORT 

of  the 


MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

for  the 

BOROUGH  OF  MORPETH 

for  the  Year  1938. 


Mr.  Mayor  and  Gentlemen, 

As  you  are  aware,  a  full-time  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
is  shortly  to  be  appointed  for  the  joint  districts  of  Morpeth 
Borough,  Morpeth  R.D.C.,  Ashington  U.D.C.,  Newbiggin  U.D.C., 
and  Bedlingtonsliire  U.D.C. 

For  a  great  many  years  this  lias  been  under  consideration, 
but  it  seems  that  at  last  it  will  materialize  in  the  very  near 
future.  It  will  be  with  some  misgivings  that  I  shall  hand  over 
to  my  successor  the  care  of  the  health  of  the  inhabitants  of 
this  Borough,  where  I  have  been  in  practice  now  for  some 
sixteen  years,  eight  of  which  I  have  served  this  Council  as  its 
Medical  Officer. 

I  presume  then  that  this  will  be  my  last  Annual  Report 
upon  the  health  of  the  town  and  the  sanitary  conditions  within 
your  area  and  the  information  contained  within  it  will  be 
limited  to  a  record  of  alterations,  improvements  or  develop¬ 
ments  which  have  taken  place  during  the  year. 

A  tremendous  burden  was  thrown  upon  the  shoulders  of 
your  Sanitary  Officials  during  the  crisis  of  September  and  had 
Avar  broken  out  I  consider  that  the  first  aid  services  of  the 
Borough  Avere  perhaps  as  far  advanced  as  any  other  district  of 
similar  size  in  the  County.  The  First  Aid  Post  and  tivo  first 
aid  points  Avere  quickly  established — happily  they  Avere  not 
required — I  Avas,  however,  anxious  to  push  on  Avitli  the  com- 
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pletion  of  our  scheme  of  treatment  centres,  but  instructions 
from  the  County  Council,  who  are  primarily  responsible  for  the 
whole  A.R.P.  organisation,  compelled  us  to  stay  our  hands  for 
the  time  being. 

Training  in  “  First  Aid  to  the  Injured  ”  and  in  Anti-gas 
measures  for  both  sexes  has  been  very  kindly  undertaken  by 
the  British  Red  Cross  Society,  but  the  response  to  the  call  for 
volunteers  to  complete  the  personnel  of  the  first  aid  services 
has  been  disappointing  and  I  would  appeal  to  the  inhabitants 
of  the  Borough  to  see  that  this  deficiency  is  remedied  and  that 
these  services,  upon  which  we  would  all  depend  in  time  of  war, 
are  quickly  brought  up  to  strength. 

The  chief  industries  in  the  area  are  the  ironworks,  agri¬ 
culture  and  mining. 

Social  conditions  have  not  changed  except  that  there  has 
grown  up  in  our  midst  a  community  of  A.R.P.  personnel,  which 
seems  to  be  now  permanently  established  or  at  any  rate  pos¬ 
sibly  to  remain  for  many  years  to  come. 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 
OF  THE  AREA. 


Area  (in  acres)  •••  •••  •••  •  ••  •••  2,213 

Registrar- General’s  estimate  of  resident  population, 

mid-193S  •  ••  •  ••  ...  9,552 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1938)  according  to 

Rate  Books  •••  •••  •••  2,353 

Rateable  Value  •••  •••  •••  £51,781 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  •••  ...  •••  £200 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Total  M.  F. 

T .  -r,.  ,  Legitimate  112  53  59  Birth  rate  per  1,000 

ne  mi  is  illegitimate  9  5  4  of  the  estimated  resi- 


dent  population  13.7 

Still  Births 

3  12  Rate  per  1,000  total 

(live  and  still)  births  24.1 

Deaths 

115  59  56  Death  rate  per  1,000 
of  the  estimated 
resident  population  12.93 

Deatlis  from  puerperal  causes  (Headings  29  and  30  of  the 
Registrar-General’s  short  list) : — - 

Rate  per  1.000  total 


Deaths.  (live  and  still)  births 
No.  29.  Puerperal  sepsis  •••  1  8.00 

No.  30.  Other  puerperal  causes  Nil  Nil 

Total  ...  ...  1  8.06 

Death  rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  :■ — - 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  •••  99.1 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  98.2 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  111.1 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  •••  10 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  •••  •••  Nil 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  •••  ...  2 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age)  1 

Death  rate  (England  and  Wales)  •••  11.6 

Birth  rate  (England  and  Wales)  •-  15.1 
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GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 

FOR  THE  AREA. 


1. — PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS  OF  THE  AUTHORITY. 

(a)  Medical:— R.  L.  Dagger,  m.d.,  b.s.,  m.r.c.s.,  l.r.c.p., 

part-time  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

(b)  Sanitary: — F.  Iv.  Perkins,  m.i.m.c.e.,  m.r.s.i.,  Borough 

Surveyor  and  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 

J.  C.  Tweedy,  m.s.i.a.,  Assistant  Sanitary 
Inspector. 

W.  Telford,  m.s.i.a.,  Assistant  Sanitary 
Inspector. 

(c)  Nursing: — Mrs.  M.  Tait,  Certified  Nurse. 

2.  — The  following  are  the  developments  or  changes  in  the 

undermentioned  services  : — 

(a)  Laboratory  Facilities:  None  provided  by  the  Local 

Authority.  As  in  previous  years  specimens  are 
examined  for  medical  practitioners  at  the  County 
Laboratory,  High  Street,  Newburu. 

( b)  Ambulance  Facilities :  The  British  Red  Cross  Society 

for  some  years  have  kindly  run,  for  the  benefit 
of  the  inhabitants,  a  Home  Ambnlauce,  but  as 
this  is  now  becoming  rapidly  worn  out,  it  is 
contemplated  that  in  the  near  future  this  Council 
will  provide  one  of  their  own. 

(c)  Nursing  in  the  Home:  No  change. 

(d)  Treatment  Centres  and  Clinics:  No  change.  Under 

the  jurisdiction  of  the  Northumberland  County 
Council. 

(e)  Hospitals:  Public  and  Voluntary.  No  change. 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 


1.  —WATER. 

The  average  daily  consumption  of  water  from  Tranwell 
during  the  first  half  of  the  year  was  216,860  gallons. 

Pumping  from  Tranwell  and  Gubeon  bore  holes  was 
necessary  to  supplement  the  supply  from  time  to  time,  and  in 
addition  it  was  augmented  by  water  taken  from  the  Tynemouth 
Corporation  Waterworks  during  the  summer  months  when  our 
own  supplies  were  running  low. 

Amounts  of  Tynemouth  water  taken  varied  from  3,000  to 
5.000  gallons  an  hour,  and  during  the  month  of  June  we  con¬ 
sumed  from  this  source  1,230,000  gallons,  an  average  of  41,000 
gallons  a  day. 

The  filter  beds  at  Tranwell  and  the  underground  service 
reservoir  on  the  Common  were  periodically  cleaned.  In  August, 
when  the  old  reservoir  was  empty  for  three  weeks,  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  was  was  taken  to  empty  the  underground  reservoir  and 
valve  wells  at  Tranwell  and  have  them  thoroughly  washed  and 
cleaned  out. 

A  6-inch  diameter  surface  water  drain  was  constructed 
adjoining  the  reservoir  at  Tranwell  to  carry  away  the  contam¬ 
inated  water  which  collects  alongside  the  old  reservoir. 

New  mains  were  laid  in  Forrest  Yard  and  Union  Street. 
Fractures  to  water  mains  occurred  in  Forrest  Yard,  Newgate 
Street  (3)  and  in  the  2-inch  main  at  the  Isolation  Hospital 
under  the  Rothbury  Railway  line — all  these  were  promptly 
attended  to  and  repaired. 

2. — DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

As  proposed  in  my  Annual  Report  for  1937,  the  alterations 
and  extensions  to  the  sewerage  disposal  system  as  well  as  the 
privy  conversion  scheme  (mainly  in  Pretoria  Avenue  and  streets 
off  Bennetts  Walk)  were  completed  during  the  year. 

The  extra  sewage  from  the  converted  privies  has  made 
very  little  difference  at  the  Sewerage  Works,  the  effluent  from 
which,  discharging  into  the  river,  shows  a  great  improvement. 

A  9-inch  sewer  in  front  of  the  houses  in  Baysland  adjoin¬ 
ing  the  New  Market  was  relaid. 

A  6-inch  drain  was  laid  from  the  main  sewer  in  Station 
Road  to  the  Railway  Cottages,  and  new  drains  at  Kendor 
Grove  and  Sun  Inn  were  tested. 
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Alterations  to  W.C.’s  and  coal  houses  were  carried  out  in 
21  houses  at  Sanderson  Gardens. 

The  Whorl  Bank  culvert  became  blocked  and,  as  this  was 
giving  rise  to  a  nuisance,  the  work  of  excavation  Avas  com¬ 
menced  in  April  and  the  three  feet  culvert  completed  in  May. 

3. — RIVER  AND  STREAMS. 

No  action  Avas  necessary  during  the  year  to  check  the 
pollution  of  river  or  streams  in  the  area. 

4. — CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION. 

One  hundred  and  seventy-two  privy  conversions  AATere  car¬ 
ried  through  during  the  year.  Only  27  privies  were  remaining 
at  the  end  of  the  year. 

5. — CAMPING  SITES. 

A  camping  site  AA^as  provided  on  the  Common  for  the 
University  of  London,  King’s  College  students,  Avho  were  enter¬ 
taining  some  seventy  or  eighty  unemployed  men  to  a  camping 
holiday.  This  camp  AA'as  inspected  on  several  occasions— -the 
sanitary  arrangements  and  Avater  supply  AArere  found  to  be 
satisfactory.  At  the  end  of  the  camp  the  men  left  the  ground 
and  surroundings  in  a  clean  and  tidy  condition. 

6. — ERADICATION  OF  BED  BUGS. 

1.  The  number  of  houses  infested  :  (a)  Council  ...  Nil 

(b)  Others  ...  1 

2.  The  methods  employed  for  freeing  infested  houses  from 
bed  bugs  AA'as  by  fumigation  and  spraying. 

3.  The  methods  employed  for  ensuring  that  the  belong¬ 
ings  of  tenants  are  free  from  vermin  before  removal  to  Council 
houses  Avas  by  spraying  all  household  effects  Avith  Zaldecide 
before  entering  the  neAv  house. 

4.  The  Avork  was  carried  out  by  the  Sanitary  Officials  of 
this  Council. 

5.  The  measures  taken  by  way  of  supervision  or  education 
of  tenants  to  prevent  infestation  or  re-infestation  after  cleans¬ 
ing  Avas  by  periodical  visitation  of  all  Corporation  property. 


HOUSING. 


The  work  of  slum  clearance  has  gone  on  steadily  through¬ 
out  the  year  and  the  persons  displaced,  numbering  1,152,  have 
been  rehoused  at  Stobhill  Gate,  Baysland  and  Union  Street. 

Demolition  of  buildings  in  Wigham’s  Yard,  Flint’s  Build¬ 
ings,  Manchester  Street,  Bowser’s  Court,  Miller’s  Lane,  Staitlies’ 
Lane,  Capel  Place,  Bell’s  Yard,  Royal  Oak  Lane,  Bilton’s  Court 
and  Low  Stauuers  was  commenced  and  in  some  cases  completed 
during  the  year. 

New  estates  at  Baysland,  Sanderson  Gardens  and  Stobhill 
Gate  were  inspected  to  see  if  the  displaced  tenants  were  keep¬ 
ing  their  new  houses  clean  and  in  good  order — some  defaulters 
were  served  with  notices. 

On  Thursday,  2nd  June,  a  Public  Enquiry,  conducted  by 
an  official  from  the  Ministry  of  Health,  Avas  held  upon  Slum 
Clearance  Areas  Nos.  17  to  31  which  were  scheduled  during 
1937. 

I  append  herewith  a  statement  of  inspections,  etc.,  carried 
out  by  the  Sanitary  Officials  : — 

HOUSING  (CONSOLIDATED)  REGULATIONS,  1925. 

Tabular  Statement  as  required  by  Article  31,  for  Year  1938. 


HOUSES  ERECTED  DURING  THE  YEAR: 

State  Aided.  Unaided. 

(а)  By  Local  Authority  265  2 

(б)  By  other  Bodies  or  Persons  Nil  22 

1  —  INSPECTION  OF  DWELLING  HOUSES  DURING  THE  YEAR: 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for  housing  defects 

(under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  ...  ...  ...  ...  259 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  ...  ...  259 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (included  under  sub-head  (1)  above), 

which  were  inspected  and  recorded  under  the  Housing  Consoli¬ 
dated  Regulations,  1925  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  30 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose ...  ...  ...  ...  30 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so  dangerous  to 

health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  31 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred  to  under  the 

preceding  sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit 
for  human  habitation 


Total. 

267 

22 


87 
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2  —  REMEDY  OF  DEFECTS  WITHOUT  SERVICE  OF  FORMAL  NOTICE  : 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  bouses  rendered  fit  in  consequence  of 
informal  action  by  Local  Authority  or  its  officers  ...  ...  ...  102 

3. — ACTION  UNDER  STATUTORY  POWERS: 

(A.)— Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936: 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  “notices”  were 

served  requiring  repairs  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  rendered  fit  after  service  of 
formal  notices  : 

(a)  By  Owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ..  ...  ...  6 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(B.)-  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts: 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were  served 

requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied  after 

service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  Owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  _  ...  3 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  ._  ...  ...  Nil 

(C.)— Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of 
Housing  Act,  1936: 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  Demolition  Orders 

were  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of  Demolition 

Orders  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Undertakings  Given 

(D.)— Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1936: 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  iu  respect  of 

which  Closing  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  .  .  ...  ..  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in  respect  of 

which  Closing  Orders  were  determined,  the  tenement,  or  room 
having  been  rendered  fit..  ...  ...  ..  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

4.  — Number  of  Houses  Permanently  Discontinued  as  Dwellings  and 

not  Included  Above  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 


(a)  MILK  SUPPLY. 

There  are  eight  cowsheds  and  dairies  situated  within  the 
Borough — all  have  been  regularly  inspected. 

(b)  MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS. 

Inspection  of  slaughterhouses,  shops,  stalls  and  vehicles, 
and  places  where  food  is  prepared  have  been  carried  out  by  the 
Assistant  Sanitary  Inspector. 

Below  I  set  out  in  table  form  certain  information  relating 
to  the  ante-  and  post-mortem  inspection  of  animals. 


CARCASES  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED. 


Cattle, 
exclud¬ 
ing  Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  Killed  (if 
known) 

810 

106 

16 

3259 

593 

Number  Inspected 

810 

106 

16 

3259 

593 

All  Diseases  except 
Tuberculosis. 

Whole  carcases  con¬ 
demned 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned... 

3 

Percentage  of  the 

number  inspected 
affected  with  dis¬ 
ease  other  than 
tuberculosis 

2.74 

Tuberculosis  oni.t. 

Whole  carcases  con¬ 
demned 

_ 

2 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned  ... 

2 

Percentage  of  the 

number  inspected 
affected  with 
tuberculosis 

1  89 
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NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  during  the  Year,  1938. 


DISEASE. 

Total  Cases 
Notified. 

Cases 

Admitted  to 
Hospital. 

Total 

Deaths. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

Between  1  and  2  years 

2 

1 

Nil 

,,  2  and  3  ,, 

1 

1 

1 1 

,,  5  and  10  ,, 

7 

1 

I  1 

,,  10  and  15  ,, 

2 

2 

„  15  and  20  ,, 

2 

1 

1 1 

,,  20  and  35  ,, 

1 

1 

1  I 

Diphtheria. 

Between  3  and  4  years 

2 

Nil 

Nil 

,,  5  and  10  ,, 

1 

,, 

,,  10  and  15  ,, 

2 

1 

,, 

,,  20  and  35  ,, 

i 

1 

,,  35  and  45  ,, 

i 

Nil 

Puerperal  Fever. 

Between  20  and  35  years 

2 

Nil 

1 

Pneumonia. 

Between  2  and  3  years 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

,,  15  and  20  ,, 

1 

I  » 

,,  20  and  35  ,, 

1 

1 

1  » 

,,  45  and  65  ,, 

5 

2 

3 

,,  65  and  over 

1 

i 

Nil 

Erysipelas. 

Between  15  and  20  years 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

,,  25  and  45  ,, 

1 

1 1 

1  * 

,,  45  and  65  ,, 

4 

II 

,,  65  and  over 

3 

11 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 


NEW  CASES  AND  MORTALITY  DURING  1938. 


AGE  PERIODS. 

NEW  CASES. 

DEATHS. 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

M. 

P. 

M. 

p. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

p. 

1  to  5  years 

1 

5  to  15  „ 

1 

2 

1 

15  to  25 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

25  to  35  „ 

45  to  55  „ 

1 

1 

1 

1 

55  to  05  „ 

and  upwards 

1 

TOTALS 

4 

3 

O 

O 

2 

Nil 

2 

Nil 

1 
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BOROUGH  OF  MORPETH. 


SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S  REPORT  for  1938. 


Defective  and  Insufficient  Ash  Accommodation  ...  ...  2(5 

Defective  Water  Closets  and  Privies  ...  ...  ...  26 

New  Drains  Inspected  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  151 

New  Water  Closets  (Additional)  ...  ...  ...  ...  292 

Obstructed  Drains  and  Sinks ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  148 

Defective  Spouting  and  Dampness  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Accumulation  of  Manure  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Animals  Improperly  Kept  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Informal  Notices  and  Interviews  ...  ...  ...  ...  649 

Statutory  Notices  Served  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Inspections  where  Defects  were  Found  ...  ...  ...  649 

Patients  Removed  to  Hospital  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Rooms  Disinfected  ..  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Disinfestation  of  Household  Effects  ...  ...  ...  ...  191 

SLAUGHTER  HOUSES. 

Public  Slaughter  Houses  ...  8  Inspections  ...  ...  643 

Private  Registered  ...  ...  1  Notices  Served  ...  ...  35 

MEAT  INSPECTION. 

Mutton.  Pork.  Beef.  Livers. 
Unsound  Meat  Surrendered  40  st.  3  st.  52  st.  10  lbs. 

DAIRIES  AND  COWSHEDS. 

Cowkeepers  ...  ...  7  Inspections  Made  ...  220 

Dairies  and  Milk  Purveyors  10  Notices  Served  ...  ...  36 

FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS. 

Factories  with  Mechanised  Power  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Factories  without  Mechanised  Power  ...  ...  ...  40 


Other  Premises  under  the  Act  (including  Works  of  Build¬ 
ing  and  Engingeering  Construction  but  not 
including  Outworkers  Premises) 

Total  ... 


Number  of  Inspections... 


144 


